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Introduction Have you ever read a "choose your 
own adventure" book? You know, the 
ones where you read a couple pages 
and then you answer a question to 
determine where the story takes you? 
Well, you've just joined an online 
adventure where you'll make choices 
about how you're paying for college. 
As you play through the story, select 
the option that best fits your needs. 
Then continue on until you've reached 
the end. Read through as many times 
as you like to try all the possible 
outcomes. 

Click here to begin 



 
 

 
   

   
 

    
  

 

  

 

 

 

Using this chart of several NTC 
associate degrees, review each 
program's total cost based on the 
2019-20 school year. Pricing includes 
approximate books and course fees 
for the full two-year degree. 

Pick one. Would you be able to pay 
for that program on your own 
without any financial assistance? 

NTC Associate Degree Program Est. Total Cost 

Accounting $10,926 

Automotive Technology $11,530 

Culinary Arts $13,222 

Dairy Science $11,480 

Dental Hygienist $15,735 

Electromechanical Technology $11,531 

Human Services $10,996 

IT-Mobile Application Developer $11,002 

Leadership Development $11,083 

Machine Tool Technics $12,328 

Mechanical Design Engineering $11,662 

Nursing $14,590 

Welding Fabrication & Robotics $12,614 Yes No 



      
       

   
  

   
  

  

    
    

It's great you're planning to cover the cost of your education out of your own 
pocket! As you create your college budget, realize you may also need to plan for 
additional expenses: 

• cost of living (rent, utilities, water) 
• educational needs (computer, internet) 
• transportation (car, gas, maintenance, insurance, bus pass) 
• entertainment (phone, cable, movies, out with friends) 
• necessities (food, toiletries, hygiene items, clothes) 
• and more 

Now that you've considered further, you decide financial assistance could be 
beneficial. Which type of funding do you choose to pursue first? 

Scholarships Financial Aid 



   
  

 

   

Your school counselor, a friend, or maybe 
even a NTC Career Coach has shared there 
are ways you can help fund your college 
education so you don't have to tackle the 
financial burden on your own. 

Which type of funding do you choose to 
pursue first? 

Scholarships Financial Aid 



  

   
 

 

  
  

  
 

Scholarships 
Free Money 
Scholarships are free dollars to 
help fund your education. 

Accessible 
Scholarships may be available 
through high schools, colleges 
and even your local community. 

Apply Early 
Most scholarships require an 
application and some have deadlines 
up to a year in advance. 

At NTC 
Apply for free scholarships annually in 
August and January to use in the 
spring and fall semesters respectively. 

Next 



 
  

 

  
    

   
 

  
   

 

 

 

You apply for and are awarded a NTC 
scholarship that will help cover $500 
for your first semester. 

You decide the process to apply is 
pretty simple and will continue to do 
so each semester until you're 
finished with your NTC degree. 

If you need additional assistance you 
can still apply for financial aid. What 
would you like to do? 

Jump to Financial Aid 

Try the Final Adventure 



   

 

Financial Aid 
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) 

• Free 
• Online 
• Annual Application 
• Types of Aid Awarded 
⚬ Grants 
⚬ Loans 
⚬ Work-study 

Next 



    
   

  

Imagine you've applied to NTC, have been accepted into your 
dream program, completed your FAFSA and have received your 
financial aid award letter. Which type of aid do you accept? 

Grants Work-study Loans 



  
  
 

  
   

 
  

  

   

Grants are free dollars for education that you 
typically don't pay back (unless, for example 
you withdraw from school and owe a refund). 
You can use your grants to cover the cost of 
your classes, and any money left over can be 
used toward books and even living expenses. 

Grants are awarded based on financial need 
as determined by completing the FAFSA. 

What would you like to do next? 

Return to FAFSA Awards Jump to Scholarships Try the Final Adventure 



   
    

   
    

 

  
     

   
     

 

  

   

With work-study, you can work part-time on campus to 
earn money to offset the cost of living expenses while 
attending college. 

Like grants, you don't repay work-study dollars and 
they're awarded based on financial need as determined 
by completed the FAFSA. 

Student workers appreciate the convenience of working 
before, after, or between classes. And many find it 
contributes to their overall sense of college community. 
Plus it's a great way to build skills and increase work 
experience for your resume. 

What would you like to do next? 

Return to FAFSA Awards Jump to Scholarships Try the Final Adventure 



  

       
    

Legal  Contract 
Loans are legal obligations and are required to be repaid. 

According to data from the Department of Education, students who borrow at NTC 
take out $8,000 in Federal student loans for their education at the College. 

Next 



 
 

 

 

Combat Student Debt 

Borrow Smartly 
Only take out a loan 
for what is absolutely 
critical. 

Exhaust Options 
Decrease the amount  
you need to borrow  
by applying  for 
scholarships, using  
grants, and  taking  
advantage of  work-
study. 

Ask Questions 
Work with  NTC's  
Financial Aid  Team to  
understand what a  
loan  is, how  it works,  
and what your  
obligation to  
repayment is. 

Know the Types 
Review  terms and 
interest accrual to  
understand 
subsidized versus 
unsubsidized loans. 

Next 



     
   

   
    

     
     

  
    

      
  

    

Subsidized Loans 
Awarded based on financial need. Interest only 
begins accumulating once you've gone into 
repayment which is six months after you graduate, 
stop taking classes, or drop below half-time 
enrollment. 

Unsubsidized Loans 
These loans are not based on financial need. 
Interest begins accruing as soon as the loan is 
disbursed, meaning the interest starts adding to 
your overall balance right away so you pay back 
more over time than the initial loan amount. To 
help keep the overall cost down, it's beneficial to 
pay the interest while you're in school if possible. 

Next 



  
   

 

     

   

Loan Repayment 

If an $8,000 loan is being paid back 
with an interest rate of 4.53% over 10 
years, you'll actually pay back $9,963 
for your loan. 

That's $1,963 MORE than you took 
out! 

12,500 

10,000 

7,500 

5,000 

2,500 

0 
Loan Repayment 

*Example using 2019-20 school year rates and the 
SmartAsset student loan calculator. 

Return to FAFSA Awards Jump to Scholarships Try the Final Adventure 



  
 

 
  

 

You've budgeted for college 
and applied for scholarships. 
Maybe you even filled out 
your FAFSA for financial aid. 
Now it's time for the final 
adventure. Are you up for 
the challenge? 

Let’s do it! 

I’m done. 



  

  

 

How much does the federal 
application for student aid 
cost to complete? 

It’s always free 

$35 for this year 

$20 but high schools cover it 

Online is free; paper is $35 



 
 

 

That’s right! 

The FAFSA – Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid – is 
always free to complete. 

Next 



   
  

 

Oops! 

The application for financial aid 
is always free to complete. It 
even says so in its name: Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) 

Next 



 
 

Which form of financial 
assistance needs to be 
repaid? 

Grants 

Loans 

Scholarships 

Federal Work-study 



  
 

You’ve got it! 

Loans are legally binding 
contracts that must be 
repaid. 

Next 



    
 

 

  
  

Uh-oh! There’s been a mix up. 

Loans are the only type of 
financial assistance that must 
be repaid. 

Exce pt io n :  I f  yo u  dro p/ fa i l  f ro m  c lasse s ,  yo u  m ay  
be  re qu i re d  to  re pay  a  po rt io n  o r  a l l  o f  a  grant .  

Next 



 
  

Financial aid can assist with 
covering livening expenses if 
enough aid is awarded. 

True 

False 



  
   

 
 

  

Yes! 

Financial aid will first cover 
the cost of your classes. If 
there is money remaining, it 
can be used for books. Then if 
there is aid still available, you 
can use it for living expenses. 

Next 



  
   

 
 

  

Hold up… 

Financial aid will first cover 
the cost of your classes. If 
there is money remaining, it 
can be used for books. Then if 
there is aid still available, you 
can use it for living expenses. 

Next 



  
   
  

In a financial aid package, 
what component does not go 
directly toward a student’s 
tuition bill? 

Grants 

Loans 

Scholarships 

Federal Work-study 



 
 

   
  

 

Right on! 

Work-study dollars are paid 
based on part-time hours 
worked. It ’s a great way to 
gain employment experience 
and earn money on campus 
between classes. 

Next 



 
  

   
     

  
 

 

 There seems to be some confusion… 

Work-study dollars are paid based 
on part-time hours worked. Instead 
of going directly to tuition, you 
receive it as a regular paycheck. It ’s 
a great way to gain employment 
experience and earn money on 
campus between classes. 

Next 



 
  

Is a Federal Direct Loan or a 
Pell Grant a better deal for 
students? 

 Federal Direct Loan 

Pell Grant 



  
 

 
   

 
 

Absolutely! 

Because loans always have to 
be repaid and grants are 
sometimes repaid if you 
drop/fail from classes, a grant 
is always going to be the better 
option. It ’s free money. 

Next 



  
 

 
   

 
 

Consider this… 

Because loans always have to 
be repaid and grants are 
sometimes repaid if you 
drop/fail from classes, a grant 
is always going to be the better 
option. It ’s free money. 

Next 



   

  

 
   

  

We hope you've enjoyed your brief 
adventure and trust you've gained 
some wisdom from your choices 
along the way. 

Know that NTC admissions, career 
coaches, and the financial aid office 
are available to help you begin your 
real-life college adventure. 

Next 



  
 

The 
End 

P ress  ESC  on  you r  
keyb oa rd  to  ex i t .  
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